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Objetivos de la tesis

“Un trabajo analı́tico original con texto inédito, que se ocupe de un objeto o método inexplorado
total o parcialmente y que sea publicable en revistas especializadas indexadas en Economı́a”.
(Reglamento de Seminario y Tesis de Grado Maestrı́a en Economı́a.)
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Forma y Contenido

I El trabajo del economista es argumentar.

I Forma y contenido NO son separables.

1 La investigación es un ejercicio en persuasión. Sus lectores son la audiencia. Trate de
interesarlos en su tesis y convencerlos de su argumento.

2 El contenido de su trabajo es evaluado en primera instancia por la manera en que lo
presenta. Si el trabajo está mal presentado o escrito la audiencia lo va a recibir con
escepticismo.
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¿Cuál es su argumento?

I El mensaje central de un artı́culo académico es un argumento

I Regla #1 al escribir un paper según Goldin and Katz (2009):

I Siempre es posible transformar un buen argumento en un gran paper.

I Incluso si su argumento es digno de un Nobel, siempre puede convertirlo en un pésimo
paper.

Sarmiento-Barbieri (Uniandes) Presentaciones January 29, 2025 6 / 92



Articulate the Argument
Meta-Structure of an Argument

I An argument’s meta-structure is:

I What is the problem, and why does it matter? (Research Question)

I What is your contribution to solving this problem? (Answer)

I Why is your contribution valuable or impactful? (Positioning)
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Articulate the Argument
R: Research question

I R is the research question your paper can claim to answer

I It has to be articulated in a way that appeals to its intended audience

I To appeal the audience, we will think of R as a question they might ask, and that the
answer is in the paper.

I This allows them to recognize your paper as being relevant to their interests.
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Articulate the Argument
A: Answer

I While R links your argument to readers’ concerns,

I A anchors it to what the paper actually delivers

I Think what is the main finding

I Construct a summary about them

I The BIG PICTURE, the higher-level idea, this is A
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Articulate the Argument
A: Answer. Example 1

I Findings:
I find that applying an R-filter to the Wong-Wolichski process cuts processing times by
20%. In addition, it provides a tighter range of values. The R-filter can also be applied to
other Wong-Wolichski type processes.

I A
Applying an R-filter to Wong-Wolichski processes yields more precise estimates faster.
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Articulate the Argument
P: Positioning Statement

I P allows readers to picture the precise gap in the literature that a paper is directed to

I Allows readers to see why the paper is worth listening/reading, given what is
already known

I First step in articulating P is deciding how you want to position your paper in the
literature
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Articulate the Argument
P: Positioning Statement

I Searching Within the Economics Literature

I Identify the seminal paper of your literature.

I Search in

I Top 5 journals and top field jourals.

I Search working papers on NBER, CEPR, or RePEc.

I Google scholar

I Connected papers
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Articulate the Argument
Your RAP

Positioning Statement

Research Question Answer

P makes sp
ace

for R

(re
aders

guess
R and see gap in

Lite
rature)

A answers R

P triggers idle

curiosity about A
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Communication Ground Rule: Structure Matters!

I Forma y contenido NO son separables.
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Communication Ground Rule: Structure Matters!

I Version 1:
A 1-percent decrease in X increases Y by 4.2 percent and causes a fall in A by 4.3 percent. There
is a reduction in B by 8.6 percent. This is measured by the A-Y ratio. The model generates G
observed in the data, suggesting a good fit. A 1-percent decrease in X only decreases T by 0.7
percent, implying that T is also as responsive in the model as in the data. Simulated and empirical
slopes of C, measured by the correlation of Y with A, are identical at -0.89

I Version 2:
The fit of the model is good along three dimensions. First, the model generates G as observed in
the data. For example, a 1-percent decrease in X increases Y by 4.2 percent, decreases A by 4.3
percent, and decreases B by 8.6 percent. Second, T is as responsive in the model as in the data: a
1-percent decrease in X only decreases T by 0.7 percent. Third, simulated and empirical slopes of
C, measured by the correlation of Y with A, are identical at -0.89.
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Communication Ground Rule: Structure Matters!

I Take readers from a big idea to little details
I Readers learn as they read when whatever they see first helps them to absorb what

follows
I Structure your writing to start with a big idea:

I That is relevant to readers’ concerns

I That prepares them to expect the little details that follow
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Structure Matters for Learning

I You can think the descending structure as a triangular form: big idea to little details

I Do not think research papers like mystery novels.

I Presenting or writing a research paper in a mystery novel style is a recipe for failure.

I This will most certainly annoy seasoned readers of academic research papers.

Sarmiento-Barbieri (Uniandes) Presentaciones January 29, 2025 18 / 92



Agenda

1 Recap

2 Articulate the Argument
Communication Ground Rule

3 Como lo transmitimos?
Why presentations?
Structure of the presentation
Structure of the presentation: step by step
General design advice

4 Presenting Slides

5 Next Steps

Sarmiento-Barbieri (Uniandes) Presentaciones January 29, 2025 19 / 92



Como lo transmitimos?

I Presentaciones

I Documentos escritos
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General advise

I Good ideas do not sell themselves

I Busy people often prefer communicating through presentations

I Reading is too time consuming.

I Asking questions/interacting helps to understand new material.
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In economics we follow a structure
I Presentations are usually organized as follows:

I Title slide

I Motivation (Hook/Positioning)

I Clear Research Question (the research question could also be at the end of the
motivation slide)

I What this paper does - identification strategy in 1 sentence, data in 1 sentence, headline
results (if you have some)

I Contribution/Value Added/Antecedents/Lit Review

I Institutional Background

I Data

I Theoretical/Empirical Framework

I Results of estimations, calibrations or simulations.
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Structure of the presentation
Example AEA Meetings 2024

Source:https://www.aeaweb.org/webcasts/2024/csmgep-dissertations

Sarmiento-Barbieri (Uniandes) Presentaciones January 29, 2025 25 / 92

https://www.aeaweb.org/webcasts/2024/csmgep-dissertations


Structure of the presentation
Example AEA Meetings 2024

Source:https://www.aeaweb.org/webcasts/2024/csmgep-dissertations

Sarmiento-Barbieri (Uniandes) Presentaciones January 29, 2025 26 / 92

https://www.aeaweb.org/webcasts/2024/csmgep-dissertations


Structure of the presentation
Example AEA Meetings 2024

Source:https://www.aeaweb.org/webcasts/2024/csmgep-dissertations

Sarmiento-Barbieri (Uniandes) Presentaciones January 29, 2025 27 / 92

https://www.aeaweb.org/webcasts/2024/csmgep-dissertations


Structure of the presentation
Example AEA Meetings 2024

Source:https://www.aeaweb.org/webcasts/2024/csmgep-dissertations

Sarmiento-Barbieri (Uniandes) Presentaciones January 29, 2025 28 / 92

https://www.aeaweb.org/webcasts/2024/csmgep-dissertations


Structure of the presentation
Example AEA Meetings 2024

Source:https://www.aeaweb.org/webcasts/2024/csmgep-dissertations

Sarmiento-Barbieri (Uniandes) Presentaciones January 29, 2025 29 / 92

https://www.aeaweb.org/webcasts/2024/csmgep-dissertations


Structure of the presentation
Example AEA Meetings 2024

Source:https://www.aeaweb.org/webcasts/2024/csmgep-dissertations

Sarmiento-Barbieri (Uniandes) Presentaciones January 29, 2025 30 / 92

https://www.aeaweb.org/webcasts/2024/csmgep-dissertations


Structure of the presentation
Example AEA Meetings 2024

Source:https://www.aeaweb.org/webcasts/2024/csmgep-dissertations

Sarmiento-Barbieri (Uniandes) Presentaciones January 29, 2025 31 / 92

https://www.aeaweb.org/webcasts/2024/csmgep-dissertations


Structure of the presentation
Example AEA Meetings 2024

Source:https://www.aeaweb.org/webcasts/2024/csmgep-dissertations

Sarmiento-Barbieri (Uniandes) Presentaciones January 29, 2025 32 / 92

https://www.aeaweb.org/webcasts/2024/csmgep-dissertations


Structure of the presentation
Example AEA Meetings 2024

Source:https://www.aeaweb.org/webcasts/2024/csmgep-dissertations

Sarmiento-Barbieri (Uniandes) Presentaciones January 29, 2025 33 / 92

https://www.aeaweb.org/webcasts/2024/csmgep-dissertations


Structure of the presentation
Example AEA Meetings 2024

Source:https://www.aeaweb.org/webcasts/2024/csmgep-dissertations

Sarmiento-Barbieri (Uniandes) Presentaciones January 29, 2025 34 / 92

https://www.aeaweb.org/webcasts/2024/csmgep-dissertations


Why we follow a structure?
Don’t assume people know what you know ...

I People cannot digest a lot of new material in one sitting.

I Much of what now seems obvious to you is not obvious and actually has to be
spelled out.

I It is almost impossible to make a presentation too simple.

I People must feel they understand your work well enough to critique it.
I They will not “buy” something if they feel they can’t evaluate it.

I If they do not feel this, you are sunk.
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Why we follow a structure?
...but don’t try to show how hard you worked

I Really good ideas in economics are often obvious ex-post.

I But don’t try to show how hard you worked.

I The only way to manage this problem is to frame the talk correctly.

I If you can make the idea feel obvious now but remind the audience why it wasn’t
obvious before, they will buy the idea, and they will buy it from you.
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Structure of the presentation

I Presentations are usually organized as follows:

I Title slide

I Motivation (Hook/Positioning)

I Clear Research Question

I What this paper does

I Contribution/Value Added/Antecedents/Lit Review

I Institutional Background

I Data

I Theoretical/Empirical Framework

I Results of estimations, calibrations or simulations.
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Primer Filtro: Tı́tulo

I Title and motivations are key to ”hook” the audience

I For the title there are various strategies:

I ”Cute” titles

I “Star wars: The empirics strike back”
I “Banks as Potentially Crooked Secret-Keepers”
I “Are Residential Electricity Prices Too High or Too Low? Or Both?”

I Long and detailed titles

I Something in between

I Or one word
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Motivation

Source:https://www.aeaweb.org/webcasts/2024/csmgep-dissertations
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Research Question
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Contribution/Value Added/Antecedents/Lit Review
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Contexto institucional

I ¿Qué factores institucionales debe conocer el lector para seguir el argumento?

I Estructura del sistema pensional.

I Normatividad sobre la regla fiscal.

I Caracterı́sticas (relevantes)

I Se necesita un balance. Escriba para un lector que:

1 No conoce del tema.

2 Sólo quiere saber lo relevante para entender el punto.
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Data

I This section should present, all of the details necessary for an audience member to
understand the empirical work that follows and its limitations.

I Among other questions:
I Where do the data come from, both geographically and institutionally ?
I What is the basic unit of analysis?
I What time period(s) do the data cover?
I Were units followed over time, or is a cross-section?
I What is the final sample size?
I Which observations, if any, were dropped?
I Which variables are transformed using a common transformation like a logarithm?
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Data

Source:https://www.aeaweb.org/webcasts/2024/csmgep-dissertations
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Data

Source:https://www.aeaweb.org/webcasts/2024/csmgep-dissertations
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Empirical Strategy

Source: https://www.aeaweb.org/webcasts/2024/contraception-sex-fertility
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Restrict the number of slides and the material on each slide

I Put only the bare essentials on the main slides

I Use landscape and large font (can you read this?)

I Any software is fine (beamer, power point, etc.)

I Convey one message per slide

I Summarize the message in the headline.

I Use at most ten bullet points to deliver the message.

I Restrict each bullet point to one line.
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Plan to say everything that is on the slides

I If you don’t plan to say it, then leave it out. Plan to say more than is on the slides

I I need 2–3 minutes to deliver one slide.

I Where possible, graphs > tables.
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graphs > tables
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graphs > tables

Source: Children and gender inequality: Evidence from Denmark
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Make figures, graphs, and tables accessible

I Where possible, graphs > tables.

I Design each figure to convey one message summarized in the title
I Label the axes and the curves clearly.
I Use large font (typically much larger than in the paper).
I Plot at most 3 time series on each figure.

I Keep tables simple
I Put only the numbers that you plan to talk about More

I If you need more than 10 numbers, consider turning the table into a figure.

I Never have 0.0000 point estimates or standard errors. Change units in these cases.

I Be able to provide a real life interpretation of your estimates.
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Make figures, graphs, and tables accessible
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Reveal rows sequentially

Mean at Difference-in-Differences Estimates

t = −1 1 Year 2 Years 3 Years

(1) (2) (3) (4)

Outcome 1 2.58 0.11 0.08 0.12
(2.55) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04)

Outcome 2 60.90 -0.73 -1.13 -1.58
(17.02) (0.10) (0.11) (0.12)

Outcome 3 18.98 0.77 1.28 1.62
(6.74) (0.13) (0.13) (0.12)
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t = −1 1 Year 2 Years 3 Years

(1) (2) (3) (4)

Outcome 1 2.58 0.11 0.08 0.12
(2.55) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04)

Outcome 2 60.90 -0.73 -1.13 -1.58
(17.02) (0.10) (0.11) (0.12)

Outcome 3 18.98 0.77 1.28 1.62
(6.74) (0.13) (0.13) (0.12)
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Reveal columns sequentially

Mean at Difference-in-Differences Estimates

t = −1 1 Year 2 Years 3 Years

(1) (2) (3) (4)

Outcome 1 2.58 0.11

0.08 0.12

(2.55) (0.04)

(0.04) (0.04)

Outcome 2 60.90 -0.73

-1.13 -1.58

(17.02) (0.10)

(0.11) (0.12)

Outcome 3 18.98 0.77

1.28 1.62

(6.74) (0.13)

(0.13) (0.12)
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Reveal columns sequentially

Mean at Difference-in-Differences Estimates

t = −1 1 Year 2 Years 3 Years

(1) (2) (3) (4)

Outcome 1 2.58 0.11 0.08

0.12

(2.55) (0.04) (0.04)

(0.04)

Outcome 2 60.90 -0.73 -1.13

-1.58

(17.02) (0.10) (0.11)

(0.12)

Outcome 3 18.98 0.77 1.28

1.62

(6.74) (0.13) (0.13)

(0.12)
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Reveal columns sequentially

Mean at Difference-in-Differences Estimates

t = −1 1 Year 2 Years 3 Years

(1) (2) (3) (4)

Outcome 1 2.58 0.11 0.08 0.12
(2.55) (0.04) (0.04) (0.04)

Outcome 2 60.90 -0.73 -1.13 -1.58
(17.02) (0.10) (0.11) (0.12)

Outcome 3 18.98 0.77 1.28 1.62
(6.74) (0.13) (0.13) (0.12)
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Agenda

1 Recap

2 Articulate the Argument
Communication Ground Rule

3 Como lo transmitimos?
Why presentations?
Structure of the presentation
Structure of the presentation: step by step
General design advice

4 Presenting Slides

5 Next Steps
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Don’t confuse people with elegant variation

I Use the same concepts throughout the talk

I If you introduce, say, the firm, then it’s the firm.

I Save people the effort it takes to realize that synonyms (company etc) mean the same.

I Use established concepts, conventions, notation
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Use active verbs and parallel structures

I OK

I Using active verbs makes presentations lively.

I Presentations are easier to follow if parallel structures are used.

I Better

I Use active verbs to make presentations lively.

I Use parallel structures to make presentations easier to follow.
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Provide direction

I Offer recalls, transitions, and previews

I Where are we coming from?

I Where are we going?

I Periodically collect people that you may have lost

I “The key point is ...”

I “What I want you to take away is ...”
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Take charge of the room

I Take ownership of the room.

I It does not matter that the audience is more accomplished than you.

I It does not matter if you make a fool of yourself. Commit.

I People will forgive committed foolishness.

I They will not forgive you for not taking the seminar - or their time - seriously.
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Take charge of your presentation

I Present the work you have, not the work you wish you had.

I Nobody else knows what you wanted to get done but couldn’t:

I That information is not in their minds.

I Do not put it there!!!!
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Nosce te ipsum: Understand the biology behind the reactions of
your body

I Your body interprets a big talk as an existential crisis

I gets ready to fight and releases adrenaline

I stops higher reasoning and goes on autopilot.

I Some adrenaline is necessary to help you perform.

I Too much adrenaline prevents you from delivering, except in fights.
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Nosce te ipsum: Learn how to manage the reactions of your body

I Manage your adrenaline

I Routinize as much as possible

I You will make mistakes when you improvise, particularly under pressure

I Think ahead and address expected problems.

I PREPARE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE.

Sarmiento-Barbieri (Uniandes) Presentaciones January 29, 2025 88 / 92



PREPARE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE

I Routinize as much as possible
I “90% of a presentation is routine and the other half is mental”.

I Tape yourself
I Watching yourself makes you aware of all the goofy things you do.
I
I That’s painful and your voice will sound weird to you, but that’s also educational.

I Give practice presentations
I Experience how your presentation feels when you speak out in front of others.

I Get feedback, wait for a few days, and critically re-evaluate.
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Agenda

1 Recap

2 Articulate the Argument
Communication Ground Rule

3 Como lo transmitimos?
Why presentations?
Structure of the presentation
Structure of the presentation: step by step
General design advice

4 Presenting Slides

5 Next Steps
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Orden Presentaciones
Fecha Estudiantes

Jennifer Katherine Rincon Amaya
03-02-2025 Alejandro Perez Castro

Agustin Jimenez Ospina
Maria Camila Vanegas Tovar

05-02-2025 Daniela Yulisa Cucas Gonzales
Juan Felipe Agudelo Rios

Sergio Andres Vasquez Jimenez
10-02-2025 Alejandra Guevara Herran

Luis Felipe Gonzalez Rojas
Sergio David Pinilla Padilla

12-02-2025 Camilo Andres Diaz Ardila
Luis Eduardo Castellanos Rodriguez

17-02-2025 Jorge Daniel Guevara Acevedo
Ricardo Andres Silva Torres
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More: Extra Stuff

Extra stuff Back
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